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Slums and Informal Settlements in Contemporary African Cities: Nairobi as a Case Study
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Abstract: This research focuses on an important part of the African cities
today: the ‘slums’. The term of slum is often used to describe places with
limited sanitation facilities and scarce resources, where living conditions
are extremely poor. However, slums are heterogenous and are normally self-
governed in a complex way, which is largely neglected by both the media and
the academy. The issue of the slums is not simply the intersection between
the problem of housing and the problem of poverty. But the deep-rooted
misunderstanding and misinterpretation of slums have led to improper
interventions. This research tries to re-identify the slums and explore the
logic behind the slums: the informality. Drawing on case studies in Nairobi, it
reads and analyzes the slums in four dimensions: land management, informal
real estate, construction of housing, and community services. Through these

scopes an enriched content of urban informality in today’s Africa can be

unfolded.
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