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Learning from European Experience: Urban Design’s Challenges in Global Era
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Abstract: This article tries to introduce the content of urban design and
identifies the critical transformation of European urban development
against the challenges of economic restructuring and globalization. Urban
development has transferred its focus area from outwards extension to
inwards restructuring. High quality of built environment has become the
core area of urban competitiveness. In the perspective of transferring
European experiences to China’s urban development practice, five aspects
should be seriously studied: urban identity and historic conservation play
a central role; urban regeneration becomes more and more important
affairs with priority; knowledge economy requires enough attentions;
social and ecological dimensions locate in the central area in urban
development; planning culture relates very much with decision making
process and project implementation. Besides, experience communication
should not be restricted in individual case studies. It is also necessary to
make comprehensive analysis in the related social, economic, cultural
and institutional context.
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