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From Industrial Area to Innovation District: The Regeneration Path and International Experience Under the

Perspective of Urban-Innovation Integration
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Abstract: With technologic reshaping to development logic of urban society and economic, large
numbers of existing urban industrial areas show the trend of functional and spatial innovation.
This trend integrates the innovation economy as well as activities and gives birth to a new urban
space mode “innovation block”, which has occurred in many urban areas. Thereby, through
reviewing the literature and practical reports of innovation districts, the paper concludes
a conceptual model “SNAP” to describe the mechanism of regeneration from traditional
industrial parks to innovative districts. Furthermore, a quantitative verification of “SNAP”
conceptual model is conducted through the literature analyses of typical regeneration cases.
Specifically, the “SNAP” model consists of four pre-defined dimensions, including innovation
space, innovation activities, innovation network and innovation policy, which aims to describe
the inner mechanism of industrial upgrading, spatial improvement and vitality stimulation. This
model also provides a theoretical reference for the regeneration of many existing urban industrial
areas in China under the background of innovation economy.
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