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Analysis and Practice of Rural Vitality Under the Circumstances of Population Shrinkage: Comparative Study
Based on the United States, Germany, Japan and the United Kingdom
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Abstract: Industrial globalization has promoted the process of urbanization all over the world, but it also makes most countries and regions face the decline of
rural vitality caused by the shrinkage of population. In this context, many countries tried to establish rural vitality evaluation and monitoring methods based
on quantitative analysis, so as to accurately grasp the weak links of rural development and guide the promotion of rural vitality and differentiated revitalization.
This paper selects the United States, Germany, Japan, and the United Kingdom, which are regionally representative and at different stages of rural population
shrinkage, as the research objects. Through combing the representative research and practice of rural vitality in the above countries, this paper makes a horizontal
comparison of vitality evaluation ideas and indicator systems. Among them, the United States pays attention to the problem of brain drain in rural shrinkage,
attracts young people to settle by ensuring rural education and prospering community culture; Germany focuses on the utilization efficiency of space and facilities
at the village scale, and improves the spatial vitality through rural renewal; Japan pays attention to the sustainable development of rural areas at the level of
municipality, and solves the survival crisis of rural areas by optimizing settlement structure; the United Kingdom solves the damage of rural tourism to the rural
environment by monitoring and protecting environmental resources and regional landscape and ensuring the quality of rural environment. In the context of
China’s national policy of rationally arranging rural space according to regional characteristics and revitalizing villages by classification, this paper could help

to establish a rural vitality evaluation method that meets the development stage of China’s rural and areas with different characteristics under the context of
population shrinkage, and then play an enlightening role in rural spatial layout and classified revitalization.
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